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Free Professional Development Seminar  

for Elementary through High School Educators 
 

DEMYSTIFYING DISCIPLINARY LITERACY STANDARDS 
WHERE WE ARE NOW & WHERE WE CAN GO TOGETHER 

 
In adopting a new framework for English Language Arts and Literacy in 2011, Massachusetts committed to 
sharing the responsibility of teaching and learning in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language 
among all disciplines. A primary goal was to develop college and career ready students who would be proficient 
in reading complex informational text and in writing using valid evidence. 

While the responsibility may be shared, understanding of how to address disciplinary literacy is not. 

● What do the standards mean for each of us? 
● What does literacy instruction currently look like in our schools? Disciplines? Grades?  
● What should literacy instruction look like? 

This free seminar will provide opportunities to discuss topics of interest with area educators to learn how 
disciplinary literacy is developed in other classrooms and schools, share resources, and identify next steps. It is 
designed for all teachers and administrators, regardless of level of experience with the literacy framework. 

DATE AND TIME: Thursday, September 22, 2016, 4 - 6:30 p.m.  

PLACE: Chicopee Comprehensive High School, 617 Montgomery Street, Chicopee, MA 01020 

REGISTRATION: The seminar is free, but registration is required. Register online at tinyurl.com/StdsSeminar  
Registration is limited to the first 30 respondents. Others will be waitlisted and notified if there is availability.  

PROGRAM: Facilitated by Western Massachusetts Writing Project Teacher-Consultants 

1. Opening: Refreshments and introduction: “The Literacy Standards, Five Years In: A Critical Perspective” 

2. Round Table Discussions:  Participants will choose one topic for each of two sessions. 

Argument Writing (Writing Standards) – Rounds 1 and 2 

Close Reading and Citing Evidence (Reading Standards) – Rounds 1 and 2 

Socratic Seminar (Speaking and Listening Standards) – Rounds 1 and 2 

Academic Vocabulary (Language Standards) – Rounds 1 and 2 

Introduction to the Disciplinary Literacy Standards (Overview) - Round 1 only 

Reading the Standards as a Teacher (Unit Planning) - Round 2 only 

3. Closing: Closing reflections, Sharing, and Next Steps 

We look forward to seeing you at the seminar! Please share this notice with your colleagues. 

https://tinyurl.com/StdsSeminar

